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The Mughal Empire 
 

 

Dates Thursdays 5, 12, 19, 26 March and 2, 9 April 2020 

Times 14.00-16.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

The Mughals are perhaps best known in the West for commissioning imposing architectural 

landmarks including the Taj Mahal at Agra and the Red Fort in Delhi. Of equal significance, Mughal 

patronage extended to the arts and sciences, as exemplified in the imperial library, which included 

both rare and important texts and exquisitely written and illustrated manuscripts. Works in poetry and 

prose will be displayed alongside items that provide insight into scholarly interests and the dynamics 

of religion – the Mughals were Muslims ruling over a majority Hindu population. The era of decline, 

played out over a century and although often neglected, also left a substantial legacy in literature, 

language and the arts. 

This six-week course provides more detailed insight into the last major Indian Empire which was 

established after a gap of almost 1000 years. During this course you will have the opportunity to see 

some of the texts and paintings from the British Library collections.

 

Week One – The Mughal Emperors 

In our first session we will explore the lives of the Mughal Emperors. We’ll discuss the power, prestige 

and the immense wealth enjoyed by them, and what made these people successful rulers in spite 

being of foreign origin, culture and religion. 

 

Week Two – Governance, Economy and Trade 

In week two we will focus on the model of governance employed in this time period, including the 

administrative system and court politics. We will also explore how the Empire built its economy. 

 

Week Three – Language and Literature 

In our third session we will focus on the literary impact and legacy of the introduction of new 

languages into India. 
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Week Four - Arts 

In week four we will focus on the key features of Mughal arts and architecture, the influences from 

within the subcontinent and from the outside world during this time and its lasting effects. 

 

Week Five – Culture 

In our penultimate week we will identify the impact of different cultural influences on Indian society, 

including the effect of the non-Indic religion and its specific world view on wider society, and 

specifically on women. 

 

Week Six – End of Empire 

In our final session we will identify the various reasons for the Mughal Empire’s decline and demise. 

We’ll discuss its legacy through the continuity of many of its institutions set up during the Mughal 

period which still resonate in India today. 

 
 

Tutor 

 

Ushma Williams is an educator and researcher. She has previously led educational workshops at the 

British Library alongside two major exhibitions on the Mughals and Ramayana. She has also set up 

and run two courses on Mughal history and Introduction to Hindu Philosophy and Ethics for WEA 

London. She has been involved with the Kent Standing Advisory Committee for Religious Education 

as a Hindu representative and has been part of many workshops and assemblies for both primary and 

secondary schools in this capacity. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to participate in group discussion will help you get the most from this 

course. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be provided at teach session.  

 
 


